(From the Department of Medicine, Dorking General Hospital)
The aetiology of polycythaemia vera remains obscure despite much speculation since the disease was first described by Vacquez in I892. It was characterized as a ' malignant hyperplasia' by Minot and Buckman (1923) , who described three cases terminating in myelogenous leukaemia, but an alternative view, strongly advocated by Morris (I933) and others, and for which Hinzenberger (1936) claimed priority, has been well summarized by Wintrobe (1956) : ' It has been suggested that erythraemia is the antithesis of pernicious anaemia, the over-production of cells being due to the excessive production of gastric haemopoietic factor. ' Some considerable but circumstantial evidence was raised to 4. It is concluded that the occurrence of these conditions in one subject must be coincidental.
